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SUBJECT: PARTIES RUN INTO TROUBLE WITH ELECTORAL COMMISSION 
REF: (A) LIMA 1488, (B) LIMA 1150 

1 . FOUR OF THE THIRTEEN POLITICAL PARTIES WHICH HAVE PETITIONED 
THE NATIONAL ELECTORAL COMMISSION (JNE) TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 
JUNE 4 CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY ELECTION HAVE BEEN GIVEN ADDITIONAL 
TIME (TEN DAYS) TO JUSTIFY THEIR ENROLLMENT. THE JNE HAS RULED 
THAT THE PERUVIAN COMMUNIST PARTY (PCP) AND THE REVOLUTIONARY 
SOCIALIST PARTY (PSR) HAVE NOT MET THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE 
ELECTION LAW BY FAILING TO CERTIFY AT LEAST 12 REGIONAL OFFICES 
WITH LOCAL OFFICIALS. IN THE CASE OF THE PCP, ONLY TWO OFFICES 
HAVE BEEN CERTIFIED; THE PSR HAS CERTIFIED FIVE. SINCE THE 
CERTIFICATION OF REGIONAL OFFICES IS PRIMARILY A MATTER OF 
COMPLYING WITH LOCAL REGULATIONS, THE PSR AND PCP HAVE PROBABLY 
JUST RUN AFOUL OF LOCAL BUREAUCRATIC DELAYS. NEITHER THE PCP 
NOR THE PSR SHOULD HAVE DIFFICULTY SATISFYING THE JNE'S 
REQUIREMENTS WITHIN THE ALLOTTED PERIOD. 

2. MORE SERIOUS ARE THE PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED BY THE LEFTIST 
WORKER PEASANT STUDENT POPULAR COALITION (FOCEP) AND THE 
CENTER-RIGHT PERUVIAN DEMOCRATIC REFORM PARTY (PDRP). THE 
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JNE HAS "PRUNED" FOCEP'S SIGNATURE LISTS FROM 47,000 
SIGNATURES DOWN TO 18,000 AND PDRP'S LISTS FROM 50,000 TO 
19,000. AT LEAST 40,000 SIGNATURES ARE REQUIRED FOR A PARTY TO 
ENROLL FOR THE ELECTION. BOTH FOCEP AND PDRP WILL HAVE TEN DAYS 
TO SUPPLY THE ADDITIONAL SIGNATURES OR THEY WILL BE INELIGIBLE 
TO PRESENT A SLATE OF CANDIDATES FOR THE ELECTION. 
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3. COMMENT: THE JNE GAVE NO EXPLANATION FOR THE PRUNING OF THE 
SIGNATURE LISTS. THE LARGE NUMBER DISALLOWED FROM EACH LIST 
SUGGESTS EITHER WHOLESALE FRAUD OR SIMILAR IRREGULARITIES. A 
POSSIBLE EXPLANATION IS THAT FOCEP AND PDRP USED LISTS 
ORIGINALLY COLLECTED BY OTHER PARTIES. THE JNE EARLIER RULED THAT 
SIGNATURES COLLECTED BY ONE PARTY COULD NOT BE ENDORSED OVER TO 
ANOTHER PARTY. THE PRESIDENT OF THE JNE, DR. ULISES MONTOYA, 
STRONGLY REJECTED ACCUSATIONS BY GENARO LEDESMA, LEADER OF 
FOCEP, THAT THE JNE'S RULINGS REFLECTED DISCRIMINATION BY THE 
ELECTORAL COMMISSION AGAINST FOCEP. EMBASSY OPINION IS THAT THE 
JNE HAS BEEN AND CONTINUES TO BE INDEPENDENT OF THE GOP AND 
INTERPRETS THE ELECTORAL LAW IN AN EVEN-HANDED MANNER WITH 
RESPECT TO ALL CONTENDING PARTIES. 

DECON 12/31/78. 
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